
 

 

FAMILY LAW ACT 1975 

 

IN THE FEDERAL CIRCUIT AND FAMILY COURT OF AUSTRALIA (DIVISION 2) 

AT NEWCASTLE 

                                                                                                      No.   NCC3896 of 2023 

IN THE MARRIAGE OF 

 

STEPHEN CHRISTOPHER COOKE 

(Applicant) 

 

and 

 

HEATHER ANNE COOKE 

(Respondent) 

 

and 

 

INDEPENDENT CHILDREN'S LAWYER 

 

 

 

BEFORE A REGISTRAR 
 

THE DAY OF 2025 

 

 

UPON APPLICATION TO THE COURT IT IS ORDERED: 

 

 

BY CONSENT and pursuant to Part 10.4 of the Family Law Rules, orders, declarations and 

notations are made in terms of the Consent Orders attached. 

 

BY THE COURT 

 

 

 

REGISTRAR



 

 
 

…………………………………………………… 

Signed by the Applicant Father 

 

Date: …………………………………………….. 

 

…………………………………………………… 

Signed by the Respondent Mother 

 

Date: …………………………………………….. 

 

…………………………………………………… 

Signed by the Independent Children’s Lawyer 

 

Date: …………………………………………….. 
 

FAMILY LAW ACT 1975 

 

IN THE FEDERAL CIRCUIT AND FAMILY COURT OF AUSTRALIA (DIVISION 2) 

AT NEWCASTLE 

 

IN THE MARRIAGE OF 

 

STEPHEN CHRISTOPHER COOKE 

(Applicant) 

 

and 

 

HEATHER ANNE COOKE 

(Respondent) 

 

and 

 

INDEPENDENT CHILDREN'S LAWYER 

 

 

MINUTE OF PROPOSED FINAL CONSENT ORDERS 

 

BY CONSENT THE COURT ORDERS ON A FINAL BASIS THAT: 

Parental responsibility and decision-making  

1. That the Respondent Mother shall have sole parental responsibility and sole decision-

making responsibility in relation to major long-term decisions for the children 

Christian Finn Cooke (born 29 August 2014) and Joshua Finn Cooke (born 27 

January 2017) (“the children”).  

Live with 

2. That the children live with the Respondent Mother. 



 

 
 

…………………………………………………… 

Signed by the Applicant Father 

 

Date: …………………………………………….. 

 

…………………………………………………… 

Signed by the Respondent Mother 

 

Date: …………………………………………….. 

 

…………………………………………………… 

Signed by the Independent Children’s Lawyer 

 

Date: …………………………………………….. 
 

Spend time with 

3. That provided the Father is residing in the Greater Newcastle region for a period of at 

least 14 days, the children spend time with the Applicant Father thereafter and during 

the remainder of such period of residence as agreed in writing between the parties and 

failing agreement: 

(a) Each alternate Saturday and Sunday from 9:00am to 5:00pm each day, 

(b) On special occasions where the children otherwise would not spend time with the 

Applicant Father in accordance with Order 3(a), as follows: 

i. On Easter Sunday and Christmas Day: 

A. During each even year, from 9:00am to 1:00pm,  

B. During each odd year, from 1:00pm to 5:00pm,  

ii. On Father’s Day, from 9:00am to 5:00pm,  

iii. On each of the children’s birthdays and the Applicant Father’s birthday, 

from 3:00pm to 6:00pm.  

4. That for the purpose of facilitating Order 3: 

(a) Within 24 hours of the date of these Orders, the Applicant Father is to notify the 

Respondent Mother of his current residential address and the Applicant Father is 

to advise the Respondent Mother of any changes to his current residential address 

within 24 hours of such change occurring, and 

(b) Changeover is to occur at school on school days and otherwise at the Shell 

Service Station, Glebe Road, Merewether NSW. 

Phone calls 

5. That the party with the care of the children is to facilitate a phone call with the other 

party at any time as requested by either of the children. 

Communication 

6. That all communications between the parties are to be in relation to the children and to 

be in writing via Our Family Wizard. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

…………………………………………………… 

Signed by the Applicant Father 

 

Date: …………………………………………….. 

 

…………………………………………………… 

Signed by the Respondent Mother 

 

Date: …………………………………………….. 

 

…………………………………………………… 

Signed by the Independent Children’s Lawyer 

 

Date: …………………………………………….. 
 

Medical, educational and extra-curricular 

7. That each parent shall promptly notify the other if the children are involved in an 

accident or medical emergency requiring attendance at hospital or are diagnosed as 

suffering from a serious illness. 

8. That each parent shall be entitled to obtain directly from any education, health, welfare 

or other professional attended by the children copies of any reports, notices or other 

verbal or written advice affecting the health and welfare of the children. 

9. That each parent is authorised to obtain from the children’s school all school reports, 

school curricular, school notices, school invitations and school correspondence. 

10. That each parent is at liberty to attend all sporting and extracurricular events in which 

the children are involved and all school events (including daycare and pre-school 

events) to which parents are invited such as assemblies and sports carnivals. 

Passports 

11. That pursuant to sections 11(1)(a) and 11(1)(b) of the Australian Passports Act 2005 

(Cth) and section 65Y of the Family Law Act 1975 (Cth), the Respondent Mother is at 

liberty to apply for or renew Commonwealth of Australia passports for the children and 

the consent of the Applicant Father is not required for such passport applications or 

renewals made by the Respondent Mother on behalf of the children.  

12. That pursuant to section 65Y of the Family Law Act 1975 (Cth), the Respondent 

Mother is at liberty to send or to remove the children from the Commonwealth of 

Australia for the purposes of overseas travel and the consent of the Applicant Father is 

not required for such overseas travel by the children. 

Restraints 

13. That the Applicant Father is restrained from consuming alcohol within 12 hours prior to 

and for the period during which he spends time with the children. 

14. That pursuant to section 68B of the Family Law Act 1975 (Cth), the Applicant Father is 

restrained by way of injunction from: 

(a) Going within 100 metres of the Respondent Mother’s residence at 24 Fitzwilliam 

Circuit, Macquarie Hills,  



 

 
 

…………………………………………………… 

Signed by the Applicant Father 

 

Date: …………………………………………….. 

 

…………………………………………………… 

Signed by the Respondent Mother 

 

Date: …………………………………………….. 

 

…………………………………………………… 

Signed by the Independent Children’s Lawyer 

 

Date: …………………………………………….. 
 

(b) Going within 100 metres of the children’s school, Merewether Heights Public 

School at 156 Scenic Drive, Merewether Heights, and  

(c) Subject to the spend time and communication Orders herein, contacting or 

approaching the children by any means.  

15. That each of the parties is restrained from: 

(a) Denigrating the other parent, or allowing any third party to denigrate the other 

parent, in the presence or hearing of the children, 

(b) Discussing any aspects of the parenting dispute between the parties including 

any aspect of these proceedings in the presence or hearing of the children, and 

(c) Using physical punishment to discipline the children. 

 

NOTATIONS 

A. That on or about 27 March 2025, the Applicant Father left Australia. The Applicant 

Father currently resides overseas and has no plans to return to Australia.  


